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Statement of the Problem: This study aimed to evaluate the application of critical thinking skills in the context of nursing process of 
the nursing students.  It sought answers to the following specific problems: (1) What are the frequency applied in critical thinking skills 
as perceived by the student-respondents and as evaluated by clinical instructor-respondents in the context of Assessment; Diagnosis; 
Planning; Implementation; and Evaluation? (2) Is there any significant difference between the student-respondents ‘perceptions and 
the evaluation of the clinical instructor-respondents on the application of the critical thinking skills in the context of nursing process? 
(3) What measures can be proposed to enhance the application of critical thinking skills of nursing students?

Methodology & Theoretical Orientation: This study applied the mixed method of research and utilized the descriptive design for 
each quantitative aspect and content analysis for each qualitative aspect. This research was based on the humanistic nursing theory 
combined with the elements of critical thinking from the more recent studies. It adopted the Transactional Model of Critical Thinking 
(TMCT) which had successfully integrated humanistic nursing theory into a model of critical thinking. 

Findings: Based on the quantitative data, student-respondents perceived that they ALWAYS APPLY critical thinking skills and 
clinical instructor-respondents evaluation showed students only OFTEN APPLY critical thinking skills needed in all phases of 
nursing process (assessment, diagnosis, planning, implementation and evaluation). Based on the qualitative data (NCP analysis), 
student-respondents need to enhance assessment process skills to ensure a complete database; formulated inappropriate  diagnosis; 
need to enhance skills in formulating goals and outcomes; have the skills in identifying appropriate nursing but  need to know how to 
prioritize each identified nursing intervention, and with skills in evaluating the effectiveness of interventions.

Conclusion & Significance: There is a significant difference in the application of critical thinking skills in the context of nursing 
process as perceived by student-respondents and as evaluated by clinical instructor-respondents. Specific measures must be proposed 
to enhance the application of the critical thinking skills of nursing students in the context of nursing process.
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