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Chemical constituents of some medicinal plants from the Peruvian biodiversity 
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Catholic University of Perú, Perú

Peru possesses 28 of the 32 existing climates in the world and 84 of the 103 life zones known on earth. It is considered one of 
the 12 megadiverse countries, with a varied flora calculates in approximately 25,000 species. Thus, around 10% of the world’s 
flora grows in Peru and 30% of these plants are endemic. Approximately 5000 Peruvian plants are being used by the population 
for 49 purposes and applications (1400 species are described as medicinal). Up to date some of them are well known because 
they have scientific studies mainly phytochemical, and pharmacological and they are cultivated and commercialized in local and 
international markets, others are still used in base of the traditional medicine. I should say medicinal plants are part of the legacy of 
Peruvian traditional medicine, a heritage of pre-Columbian cultures. In the lecture we talk about the secondary metabolites present 
in some of the studied plants such as Cinchona officinalis, Uncaria tomentosa, Lepidium meyenii, Croton lechleri, Smallanthus 
sonchifolius, Pluckenetia volubilis, Gentianella nitida, Werneria ciliolata and others. In these plants we will find many types 
of secondary metabolites, as we know through the chemotaxonomy different family of plants contain different kind of them.
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