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Does penis size matter? Or, does it just matter how it is measured?

Madeline Snipes
Medical College of Georgia at Augusta University, USA

Introduction: There is no standardized method of penis measurement. Varying methods can yield drastically different
results;However, literature rarely elaborates on measurement method. Though penis length is often discussed within and beyond
healthcare, no studies have been performed on the true variety of measurement method. Penis length is a major concern of
patients undergoing penile prosthesis surgery.

Purpose: To determine the methods by which a penis can be measured to better manage patient expectations after prosthetics
surgery and move toward a standard measuring method.

Method: Literature review was performed to analyze penile measurement techniques. Content analysis of Reddit user comments
regarding their techniques was performed to inform a survey accompanied by explanatory imaging asking Reddit users to vote
on the most common discrepancies identified in our analysis: 1. Have you ever measured your penis? 2. Where do you measure?
(top/side/bottom), 3. When do you measure? (hard/soft).

Results: 22 responses were collected on Reddit thus far and responses continue to be collected. 100% (22) of respondents have
measured their penis. 90.9% (20) of respondents measured the dorsal aspect of their penis. 9.09% (3) of respondents measured
the ventral aspect of their penis. 4.55% (2) of respondents measured the lateral aspect of their penis. 95.45% (21) of respondents
measured while erect. 4.55% (2) of respondents measured while erect and while flaccid (Figure 1)

Conclusions: To our knowledge, this study is the first to survey men regarding whether they have previously measured their
penis as well as their method of measurement. This is a step towards developing a standardized method of penis measurement
which will aid urologists in managing expectations of penile length status post prosthesis implantation. We conclude that the
majority of men have measured their penis, and they most likely measured the ventral aspect of their penis while erect.
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Figure 1: Reddit Responses Number of responses with answers to the poll regarding location and hardness.
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