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The implications of face mask wearing for babies and families during the COVID-19

pandemic: A discussion paper

Lynette Staff
University of Tasmania, Australia

0OVID-19 has changed the way that newborn babies are

cared for within the neonatal setting due to the introduction
of social distancing and wearing of face masks to limit the
spread of the infection. Potential implications exist related to
the normal development of attachment, face processing and
recognition by theinfantand connections with others. This paper
discusses the importance of face-to-face interactions in relation
to these within the context of developmental theory. Mask
wearing can also potentially impact relational communication,
requiring us to change our current ways of working. The
possible implications of decreasing face-to-face interactions

for the infant and relational communication are discussed,
along with key recommendations for both parents and health
professionals to mitigate the potential long-term effects on
development related to human connection and attachment.
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Role of miRNA in regulating Matrix Metalloproteases for Prognosis in Gynecological

Cancer: An Insight into Therapeutic Avenue

SnehasiktaSwarnakar
CSIR-Indian Institute of Chemical Biology, India

mall non-coding RNA molecules, such as microRNAs

(miRNAs), caninfluence gene expression by acting as cellular
mediators required for growth, differentiation, proliferation,
apoptosis, and metabolism. MiRNA dysregulation is common
in many human cancers, acting both tumor-promoting
and tumor-suppressing, and their aberrant expression is
connected to uncontrolled cellular proliferation, metastasis,
and DNA damage as well as cell cycle disruption. Matrix
Metalloproteases (MMPs) have critical roles in both normal
growth and tissue remodeling, as well as in cancer formation
and metastasis. We address an integrated interactive research
including multiple MMPs and miRNAs, as well as how these
communications influence malignant development, migration,
and metastasisThe current study focuses on significant
miRNAs that may have an influence on gynecological cancer
progression either directly or indirectly through modulating
MMPs. In addition, we approach how miRNA-mediated MMP
modulation and their downstream signaling pathways might be
used to build a viable therapy for gynecological malignancies.
Upregulation of MMP-7, -9, -3 and -13 has been well correlated
with endometriosis development and progression. Presently,

my lab is focused on investigating the role of miR-34a in
regulating endometriosis progression via MMP-2 modulation.
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