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Structured interviews were used to obtain information from 258 respondents from among 625 people who were selected by
stratified random sampling from villages in five of seven local governments of Nsukka cultural Zone. Information included
gender and literacy status of the respondents, type of welfare practices-bathing, confinements, use of veterinary services and
castration and owner sex preference of dog for keeping, cultural and religious uses of dogs were also sought. Of the respondents,
37% were literate, 40% semi-literate and 23% illiterate. Of the 367 non-respondents, 63% were not available during the time of
contact and 37% resented dog keeping and therefore refused to talk. About 958 dogs were owned by respondents. 56%, 27% and
17% were females, intact males and castrates respectively. Of the common welfare management practices, 17% , 9% and 5% of
the literate, semi-literate and illiterate respondents respectively give regular bath to their dogs. Similarly, 12%, 11%, and 6% of
the literates, semi-literates and illiterates confine their dogs either by leashing or providing kernel. 49%, 10% and 20% of the
literate, semi-literate and illiterates owners use veterinary services respectively. Castration was also popular among 58%, 84%
and 65% of literates, semi-literates and illiterates owners respectively. In conclusion, there was a highly significant association
between literacy status and the dog management practices.
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