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The risks and the challenges of 'High Mobility' for Third Culture Kids (TCKs) and 
their parents
Juan Francisco Betancourt
International School of Flanders, Belgium

Third Culture Kids (TCKs) are individuals who have spent a significant portion of their formative years outside of their parents' 
culture due to their parents' mobility. TCKs face unique challenges and risks that can affect their psychological well-being, and 
their parents may experience similar difficulties. This presentation will explore the concept of 'High Mobility' among TCKs and 
the potential risks and challenges that arise from frequent moves and cultural transitions.

TCKs face several psychological challenges, including identity confusion, sense of belonging and loss of relationships. These 
difficulties can lead to emotional and behavioral problems, including depression, anxiety and adjustment disorders. Parents of 
TCKs may also experience similar difficulties such as loneliness, depression and loss of community. TCKs are at greater risk 
of sexual abuse and accumulate more trauma in their childhood and adolescence due to constant mobility. TCKs lack conflict 
resolution skills and avoid forming strong attachments. Clinical psychologists need to provide interventions to develop conflict 
resolution skills and support TCKs in coping with anxiety, grief and identity issues.

The presentation will highlight the importance of recognizing and addressing the risks and challenges faced by TCKs and their 
parents. Interventions such as counselling, therapy and support groups can help to address the emotional and psychological 
challenges associated with high mobility. Building a sense of community and belonging is also essential for TCKs and their 
parents to facilitate their psychological well-being.

Clinical psychologists working with TCKs and their families should be aware of the unique challenges and risks associated with 
high mobility. Developing culturally sensitive interventions that address the psychological needs of TCKs and their parents can 
help promote their psychological well-being and facilitate healthy adjustment to the challenges of high mobility. By addressing 
the psychological challenges associated with high mobility, TCKs and their parents can build resilience and promote positive 
mental health outcomes. Increased risk of sexual abuse and anxiety related to their search for identity.
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