
Canadian Society of Plastic Surgeons –
Tribute to our founders

The fol low ing bi og ra phies are ab stracted from His tory of
the Ca na dian So ci ety of Plas tic Sur geons by Dr Leith G. 

Doug las, pub lished in 1983. They are pre sented as a trib ute
to our found ers on the 50th an ni ver sary of the So ci ety.

E. FUL TON RIS DON
If Sir Har old Gil lies was the fa ther of plas tic and re con -

struc tive sur gery in the English- speaking world, one of his
‘sons’ in medi cal train ing, E. Ful ton Ris don, was the fa ther of 
the spe cialty in Can ada. He was a gradu ate in den tistry
(1907) and medi cine (1914) from the Uni ver sity of To ronto.
Ris don was the first Ca na dian sur geon to be in vited to join
Gil lies’ jaw and face unit dur ing World War I. He was serv -
ing with the Ca na dian army, and he even tu ally formed the
Ca na dian sec tion of the unit at the Queen’s Hos pi tal at Sid -
cup.

As with some other promi nent Ca na dian sur geons, Ris -
don was bet ter known in ter na tion ally than at home, be ing a
found ing mem ber of two of the old est plas tic sur gery or gani -
za tions in the world, the Ameri can As so cia tion of Plas tic
Sur geons (AAPS) founded in 1921 and the Ameri can Board
of Plas tic Sur gery founded in 1937. Ris don was Treas urer of
the Ameri can As so cia tion of Plas tic Sur geons for many
years, in vest ing the As so cia tion’s fi nances in Ca na dian gold
min ing stocks. It is said that the fi nances of the As so cia tion
flour ished dur ing his ten ure. He was the third presi dent of the 
AAPS and was made an hon or ary fel low in 1959.

He was imagi na tive, in no va tive, me ticu lous and dedi -
cated to his craft. He was the first in Can ada to de vote him -
self ex clu sively to the prac tice of plas tic sur gery, at a time
when gen eral sur gery op posed sub spe ciali za tion. By do ing
so, he at tracted a very large prac tice and showed the value of
tak ing a closer look at one par ticu lar field: plas tic and re con -
struc tive sur gery of the face.

Im me di ately fol low ing World War I, Ris don un der took
post gradu ate work at the Man hat tan In fir mary and at St Jo se -
ph’s Hos pi tal, Chi cago, with Tru man Bro phy. On his re turn

to To ronto he be came a staff mem ber at the To ronto West ern
Hos pi tal in 1921, a post he was to hold for 45 years. He was
also sen ior medi cal of fi cer in the To ronto Regi ment of the
Ca na dian Mi li tia.

Dr Hoyle Camp bell said:

I believe Dr Fulton Risdon’s greatest contribution to
plastic surgery was his new approach to fractures of the
jaw in the Great War and thereafter. Being first a
dentist, he naturally focused his work on the jaw, and is
mainly remembered for his innovative approach to
massive facial injuries.

He bone grafted from the il eum to re store the man di ble,
and pre sented his work be fore the Royal So ci ety of Medi cine
in Lon don, in 1918. He re ported his “Treat ment of non- union 
of frac tures of the man di ble by free auto ge nous bone grafts”
to the Ameri can Medi cal As so cia tion, and de scribed 70 il iac
crest grafts to the jaw that had met with a 90% suc cess rate.

He be came known for a number of tech niques in clud ing
the Ris don ap proach to the as cend ing ra mus of the man di ble
and the Ris don ca ble arch bar method of in ter max il lary fixa -
tion.

Ris don had no real con tem po rar ies in his spe cialty in Can -
ada. In the 1920s he prac tised plas tic sur gery while no other
sur geon was spe cial iz ing to the same ex tent. In many as pects
he was ahead of his time. The most in flu en tial sur geon dur ing 
that time was W.E. Gal lie, Head of the De part ment of Sur -
gery at the Uni ver sity of To ronto. Sev eral sur geons who
knew Ris don and Gal lie have said there was lit tle love lost
be tween the two men. While Ris don was prac tis ing at the To -
ronto West ern Hos pi tal and be com ing rec og nized around the
world, Gal lie was say ing there was a great need for a plas tic
sur geon in To ronto and was ar rang ing for Stu art Gor don and
Al fred Farmer to study with Gil lies in Eng land.

Ris don’s fail ure to se cure a chair in plas tic sur gery at the
Uni ver sity of To ronto was proba bly due to the po liti cal cli -
mate of the time and his re la tions with Gal lie.

Thus the suc ces sion of knowl edge in the field fell to Gor -
don and Farmer, who made the spe cialty se cure in To ronto.
Were years of ef fec tive work lost be cause of this dis agree -
ment be tween Ris don and Gal lie? The ques tion can not be
com pletely an swered. In fair ness it should be said that Gal -
lie’s role in this mat ter is off set by the gen eral sym pa thy he
showed to ward the spe cialty of plas tic sur gery. Fur ther more,
his choice of two ex cel lent and prom is ing young sur geons –
Gor don and Farmer – cer tainly showed his in ter est in de vel -
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op ing plas tic sur gery to the high est pos si ble level. W.K.
Lind say, who was trained by Farmer, claims the Risdon-
 Gallie ri valry proba bly did not ad versely af fect the growth of
Ca na dian plas tic and re con struc tive sur gery. It is com pa ra ble 
to the de vel op ment else where in the world, par ticu larly the

United States if one takes into ac count the dif fer ence in popu -
la tions in the two coun tries. Fur ther more, Ca na di ans – no ta -
bly Ris don and Farmer – were in stru men tal in form ing
plas tic sur gery as so cia tions in the United States and Can ada.

Dr Ris don, known for his great love of his dis ci pline and
for his work, died in 1968 at the age of 88.
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Wed ding of E. Ful ton Ris don and Syl via Mar ga ret Bos worth in Chis le -
hurst, Kent, Eng land in 1919

Ful ton Ris don as a mem ber of the found ers’ group of the Ameri can
Board of Plas tic Sur gery

Ful ton Ris don in The Ca na dian Who’s Who

Ful ton Ris don’s li cense as a Spe cial ist in Plas tic Sur gery from the Col -
lege of Phy si cians and Sur geons of On tario, Can ada , June 15, 1949, 30
years af ter he be gan plas tic sur gery prac tice in On tario



H. HOYLE CAMP BELL
Dr Camp bell gradu ated from the Uni ver sity of To ronto in

1936 and took post gradu ate train ing in To ronto with Al fred
Farmer and in Phila del phia with Rob ert Ivy.

Early in the war he went to Eng land to join the Emer gency 
Medi cal Serv ices. He was sta tioned with the Brit ish forces at
Glas gow, treat ing wounded sol diers from the Medi ter ra nean
area who had been sent home by the long route around South

Af rica. He re calls that many wounds had been en cased in
plas ter as a stan dard pro ce dure, fol low ing the teach ing of
Tru eta in the Span ish Civil War, and they were in de plor able
con di tion upon reach ing Glas gow.

Dr Camp bell left the Emer gency Medi cal Serv ices and
trans ferred to the Ca na dian Army when the Ca na dian forces
ar rived in the United King dom and set up their own units. He
ac com plished this by ‘g oing to the top’ and see ing the com -
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Hoyle Camp bell (left), Fred Wool house (cen tre) and Tom Brown (pa th -
olo gist) at Bas ing stoke in June 1945

Bas ing stoke 1945. Left to right: Al Wal ters, Norm De la rue and Hoyle
Camp bell

Hoyle Camp bell at Bas ing stoke

Lady Mount bat ten and Hoyle Camp bell at Bas ing stoke



mand ing gen eral per son ally. The gen eral was far from
pleased with this ap proach, but Dr Camp bell had his way and 
the trans fer went through. He was sent to Bas ing stoke with
Stu art Gor don where he did head and neck sur gery and
treated a large number of ma jor burns and per formed or tho -
pe dic sur gery.

Af ter the war Dr Camp bell was asked to be Pro fes sor of
the Uni ver sity of To ronto De part ment of Oto lar yn gol ogy,
but de clined, pre fer ring to prac tice within the broader plas tic
sur gery field. He first worked at the To ronto Gen eral Hos pi -
tal, then moved to St Mi chael’s Hos pi tal.

He has al ways been noted for his drive and en thu si asm.
His stu dents re call how ready he was to dis cuss ideas with
any one – whether the high est rank ing pro fes sor or a jun ior
medi cal stu dent – who showed in ter est. He is also noted for
his abil ity to get down to the ba sic prin ci ples in sur gery and
his as sump tion that if any thing can be thought out, it can be
done. He did toe to hand trans fers in the late 1940s. He has
had an in ter est in and has em ployed spi nal ma nipu la tion in
his prac tice. His theo ries on mus cle bal ance in the face, back
and ex tremi ties are one of his fa vour ite top ics. He is fa mous
for his many ‘Hoyle -isms’ – “do what you know first”, “always
save some thing to sew to” and “never meas ure, the eye can be
trained to be an ac cu rate three di men sional ruler” are a few.

Dr Camp bell is re tired and runs his farm at In gle wood,
On tario near Bramp ton. He will be with us on our 50th an ni -
ver sary.

FRE DER ICK M. WOOL HOUSE
Dr Wool house gradu ated from McGill Uni ver sity in

1936. His ini tial plan was to spe cial ize in gy ne col ogy, but
even tu ally he trained in gen eral sur gery. He joined the RCNVR
in 1940 and had a number of ap point ments at sea and ashore,
in clud ing those of medi cal of fi cer of HMCS As sini bo ine and
at the Royal Ca na dian Na val Hos pi tal in Hali fax.

He was sec onded from the navy to un dergo train ing in
plas tic sur gery at the Hos pi tal for Sick Chil dren with A.W.
Farmer in 1942. He also trained in St Louis and Phila del phia,
and in the United King dom with Ar chibald Mac In doe,
Rains ford Mowlem and Sir Har old Gil lies.

While in the navy he pur posely avoided ad min is tra tive
po si tions so that he could stay close to the field of clini cal
prac tice as op posed to pa per work. He is re puted to have used 
his fer tile imagi na tion to ac com plish this on a number of oc -
ca sions. His main in ter est at the time was the man age ment of
serv ice men suf fer ing from burns or in ju ries due to cold.

One of his origi nal pa pers pub lished shortly af ter the war
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Hoyle Camp bell op er at ing, J. Rus sell Scott as sist ing at Bas ing stoke Fred Wool house per form ing an op era tion

Fred Wool house in later years



is a clas sic on the man age ment of os teo mye li tis through radi -
cal debride ment and im me di ate skin graft ing.

In 1946 Dr Wool house was ap pointed to the staff of the
Queen Mary Vet er ans Hos pi tal. He was also ap pointed to the
Mont real Gen eral and the Mont real Chil dren’s Hos pi tal. He
rose to be come Chief of the Plas tic Sur gery Serv ice at the lat -
ter two hos pi tals and Di rec tor of the Trauma Serv ice at the
Mont real Gen eral. He also be came Pro fes sor of Plas tic Sur -
gery at McGill Uni ver sity.

Dr Wool house was known as a great teacher who in sisted
on clini cal ex cel lence as well as sound aca demic knowl edge.
While at McGill he held weekly meet ings at his home with
the resi dents, at which he took a very per sonal in ter est in each 
trainee’s prob lems.

Dr Wool house died in 1992.

STU ART D. GOR DON
Af ter train ing un der Sir Har old Gil lies, Stu art Gor don re -

turned to To ronto in 1932 to prac tise plas tic sur gery at the
To ronto Gen eral Hos pi tal.

Dr Gor don gradu ated from the Uni ver sity of To ronto in
1926 and trained in sur gery in To ronto. He joined the Royal

Ca na dian Army Medi cal Corps early in World War II and
served over seas. He es tab lished a spe cialty unit at Bas ing -
stoke in Eng land be fore re turn ing to Chris tie Street Hos pi tal
near the end of the war.

One To ronto plas tic sur geon re mem bers Stu art Gor don
dur ing his days at the To ronto Gen eral Hos pi tal as a:

dynamic, driving sort of man who rushed about the
hospital as if the devil were after him wherever he went.
When he made rounds in the hospital he used to start at
the bottom floor and work up rather than the other way
around which everyone else would do. He always wore a 
flower in his lapel. Gordon was an intense, sometimes
short tempered-man, with a contagious enthusiasm.

 Al though he may have oc ca sion ally rubbed some of his
as so ci ates and stu dents the wrong way, it was per haps his
very en ergy and in ten sity that helped him es tab lish plas tic
sur gery as a spe cialty in a stra te gic lo ca tion for the fu ture of
the dis ci pline in Can ada, the To ronto Gen eral Hos pi tal, with
its im por tant ties to the Uni ver sity of To ronto. As Chief of
Plas tic Sur gery at the hos pi tal and the first Head of the Uni -
ver sity of To ronto Post Gradu ate Train ing Pro gram in Plas tic 
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Stu art Gor don

Christ mas card signed “Boys of No. 10” (pa tients at Bas ing stoke). Note: 
R.B. Beau dry, third sig na ture from bot tom, right col umn, signed with a
toe to thumb trans fer

Mess at Bas ing stoke. Sec ond row, right to left: #2 – Hoyle Camp bell,
#5 – Stu art Gor don, #7 – Ly man Bar clay



and Re con struc tive Sur gery (sub se quently called the Inter-
 Hospital Co or di nat ing Com mit tee for Plas tic Sur gery), Gor -
don be came widely known for his in no va tions and clini cal
re search. He did re search into the prob lems of the tem pero -
man dibu lar joint and de vised a method of pros thetic re place -
ment. He did ex ten sive work in the area of hand sur gery of all 
types, par ticu larly in the re search and clini cal man age ment of 
Du puy tren’s dis ease.

He worked closely with Dr A.W. Ham of the De part ment
of His tol ogy of the Uni ver sity of To ronto on the fate of free
can cel lous and com pact bone.

He was in stru men tal in es tab lish ing the Fel low ship in
Plas tic Sur gery in 1951 and served as the first Presi dent of the 
Plas tic Sur gery Com mit tee of the Royal Col lege of Phy si -
cians and Sur geons of Can ada. He was also the first ex am iner 
in plas tic sur gery for the Royal Col lege, serv ing from 1947 to 
1957.

Dr Gor don re sem bled his men tor Gil lies in his en ergy,
drive and sense of pride in his work. He and Sir Har old were
good friends. Both of them are re mem bered as avid fish er -
men. Dr Gor don loved to catch fish but didn’t like to eat what
he caught, and gen tly re leased them back into the wa ter or
gave his catch to friends.

Dr Gor don died in 1989.

LY MAN T. BAR CLAY
Dr Bar clay gradu ated in 1925 from the Uni ver sity of To -

ronto. He then took post gradu ate train ing at Ed in burgh Uni -
ver sity be fore re turn ing to To ronto in 1929 to be gin a
sur gi cal prac tice at the Grace Hos pi tal, the On tario Hos pi tal
and the To ronto Hos pi tal for In cur ables.

When the To ronto West ern Hos pi tal and the Grace Hos pi -
tal amal ga mated in 1935, he be came a mem ber of the teach -
ing staff of the Uni ver sity of To ronto. He en tered the
RCAMC early in World War II and served at No 18 Gen eral
Hos pi tal in Eng land be fore be ing trans ferred to Bas ing stoke
in 1942 to un dergo train ing in plas tic sur gery and to work in
the unit com manded by Stu art Gor don.

Dr Bar clay re turned to Can ada in 1944 as a lieu ten ant
colo nel. He joined the staff of Chris tie Street Hos pi tal at that
time and con tin ued there un til the end of 1945. He was ap -
pointed Plas tic Sur geon in Chief at the To ronto West ern Hos -
pi tal, a po si tion he held un til his re tire ment in 1960, build ing
a repu ta tion as an ex cel lent tech ni cian and a kindly teacher.

Dr Bar clay died in 1972.

HAM IL TON A. BAX TER
The sec ond plas tic sur geon to ar rive on the Mont real

scene was Ham il ton Bax ter. He was born and raised in Mont -
real. He gradu ated from McGill Uni ver sity Den tal School in
1925 but was not con tent to pur sue den tistry as a ca reer. He
be gan post gradu ate work in physi ol ogy and gained his MSc
in 1932. He then en rolled in the fac ulty of medi cine at
McGill, gradu at ing in 1936. Af ter in tern ship at the Royal
Vic to ria Hos pi tal he trained in plas tic sur gery at the Cook
County Hos pi tal in Chi cago and at Vil ray Blair’s clinic in
St Louis.

‘Happy’ Bax ter, as he was af fec tion ately known to his
friends, joined the staff of the Royal Vic to ria Hos pi tal in
1940. He be came Di rec tor of the Sub- Department of Plas tic
Sur gery in 1948. His pri mary in ter est, re flect ing his den tal
back ground, was in cleft lip and pal ate sur gery. He es tab -
lished the Royal Vic to ria cleft pal ate clinic, where pa tients
were as sessed by a mul ti dis ci plin ary team of plas tic sur geons 
and con sult ants in den tistry and oto lar yn gol ogy, as well as by 
speech pa tholo gists and so cial work ers. He joined the McGill 
teach ing fac ulty in 1942 and be came As sis tant Pro fes sor of
Sur gery in 1961.

Dr Bax ter also treated burned and wounded serv ice man
who had re turned from over seas and been hos pi tal ized at the
Royal Vic to ria Hos pi tal. Un der the De fense Re search Board
he di rected a se ries of ex peri men tal proj ects in the treat ment
of burn in ju ries.

He was a tire less worker who of ten be gan his day early by
is su ing in struc tions to the resi dent staff by tele phone from his 
home. He is re mem bered as a man with a stub born sense of
per sua sion that de fied op po si tion. He was Presi dent of the
Ameri can So ci ety of Max il lo fa cial Sur geons in 1955, hav ing
been a found ing mem ber of the So ci ety. He was also a found -
ing mem ber of the Que bec So ci ety of Plas tic and Re con struc -
tive Sur gery.

Dr Bax ter died in 1979.
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Ham il ton Bax ter (cen tre, front row) at Vic to ria Gen eral Hos pi tal in
Mont real in 1947. John Drum mond (cen tre, back row) and Mar tin En tin
(left, back row) also ap pear



A. ROSS TIL LEY
Dr Til ley was born in Bow man ville, On tario, the son of a

lo cal gen eral prac ti tio ner. In his youth he was an ex cel lent
stu dent and an out stand ing ath lete. He at tended medi cal
school at the Uni ver sity of To ronto, gradu at ing in 1929 as a
sil ver medal ist. He trained in sur gery in To ronto, New York
and Ed in burgh, and also with Stern berg, the great Vi enna pa -
tholo gist. In 1935 he opened a pri vate prac tice in To ronto at
the To ronto West ern and Well es ley hos pi tals. He be came in -
ter ested in plas tic sur gery, which was a young spe cialty then,
with only three quali fied plas tic sur geons in Can ada. He
trained with Dr E. Ful ton Ris don in To ronto, com plet ing his
plas tic train ing just be fore the out break of the Sec ond World
War.

Dr Til ley was a mem ber of the Ca na dian Army Medi cal
Corps Mi li tia and went on ac tive serv ice im me di ately on the
out break of war, trans fer ring to the new RCAF Medi cal
Branch shortly af ter its for ma tion. He was posted at RCAF
Head quar ters in the United King dom in 1941 as Prin ci pal
Medi cal Of fi cer.

 In 1942 Dr Til ley was trans ferred to the Queen Vic to ria
Hos pi tal in East Grin stead in Sus sex which was the cen tre for 

the treat ment of burned Com mon wealth air men. As the
number of Ca na dian casu al ties in creased it be came nec es -
sary to build a purely Ca na dian wing of the hos pi tal. Dr Til -
ley was the leader in plan ning this wing, which was built by
the Royal Ca na dian En gi neers. He and his col leagues treated
hun dreds of air men, mostly Ca na di ans, dur ing the war and
for a pe riod af ter ward.

His work, along with that of the other sur geons at East
Grin stead, on war time burn casu al ties was monu men tal, not
only from the point of view of in di vid ual pa tient treat ment,
but also from the prin ci ples of treat ment they de vel oped at
that time. Many of these re main valid to the pres ent day. The
burned air men who were pa tients at East Grin stead formed a
group which, with sar donic hu mour, they called ‘The Guinea
Pig Club’. The club has flour ished and has re mained ac tive in 
the United King dom and in Can ada. Its mem bers re garded
Dr Til ley with adu la tion. He was presi dent of the club un til
his death.

Dr Til ley was made an Of fi cer of the Or der of the Brit ish
Em pire in 1944. He was pro moted to group cap tain that year
and he held this rank on dis charge from the serv ice in 1945.
On his re turn to Can ada he car ried on a very busy prac tice in
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A. Ross Til ley at East Grin stead A. Ross Til ley in later years



To ronto and King ston, On tario. He was the first to teach plas -
tic sur gery at Queen’s Uni ver sity. Dr Til ley was a char ter
mem ber and a past presi dent of the Ca na dian So ci ety of Plas -
tic Sur geons.

He cam paigned for many years for the de vel op ment of
burn treat ment fa cili ties in the To ronto area. His dream was
ful filled when the Ross Til ley Burn Cen tre opened at The
Well es ley Hos pi tal in 1984.

Dr Til ley was a quiet, mild- mannered man. He was a me -
ticu lous sur geon who was noted for both his tech ni cal abil ity
and his ex cel lent judge ment. He loved to teach young doc tors 
the art of plas tic sur gery, teach ing by ex am ple and gen tle co -
er cion, and with great pa tience.

He trav elled ex ten sively, and op er ated and lec tured in
many for eign coun tries in clud ing In dia, Ne pal and Tur key.

In rec og ni tion of his many con tri bu tions to Ca na dian plas -
tic sur gery, Dr Til ley was made a Mem ber of the Or der of
Can ada in 1982. Dr Til ley had friends in vir tu ally every cor -
ner of the world and was loved and re spected by all who
knew him. He is re mem bered as a man of skill, hu mour, wis -
dom and com pas sion. As one of Cana da’s first plas tic sur -
geons he played a ma jor part in the de vel op ment of the
spe cialty in this coun try.

Ross Til ley died in 1988.

JOHN V.R. ORD
John Ord was born in Que bec City and then spent his early 

years in Bar rie, On tario. He gradu ated from the Uni ver sity of
To ronto in medi cine in 1938 and in terned at the To ronto
Gen eral Hos pi tal. He was a sur gi cal as sis tant at the Wes ton
Sani tar ium in urol ogy, gen eral sur gery and or tho pe dics. He
did a resi dency at the Hos pi tal for Sick Chil dren with Stu art
Thom son and A.B. Le Me surier, then with A.W. Farmer.

He joined the Air Force and was sta tioned at the Chris tie
Street DVA Hos pi tal where he did plas tic and or tho pe dic sur -
gery for two years. He treated the pa tients in the Knights of
Co lum bus fire sent from New found land to the Chris tie Street 
Hos pi tal.

In 1944 he was trans ferred to the St Tho mas Com bined
Unit to su per vise the 50- bed unit there, and in 1946 to the
RCAF base at Tren ton. Upon his dis charge in 1946 he
worked with Ful ton Ris don and A.W. Farmer in To ronto.

In 1947 he joined the staff of St Jo se ph’s Hos pi tal, prac tis -
ing plas tic and pe di at ric sur gery there, and at the Hos pi tal for
Sick Chil dren, re pair ing many cases of cleft pal ate that had
ac cu mu lated dur ing the war. He was known for pe di at ric sur -
gery and thumb re con struc tion.

John Ord re tired from prac tice in 1987 and spends his time 
in To ronto and at his cot tage on Geor gian Bay.
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GEORGES E. CLOUTIER
Dr Cloutier gradu ated from the Uni ver sity of Mont real in

1938 and un der went post gradu ate train ing in the United
States and in Eng land. His main prac tice was at No tre Dame
Hos pi tal and Queen Mary Vet er ans Hos pi tal in Mont real,
and he was con sult ant at a number of other cen tres in the city.
He was in ter ested in all fields of re con struc tive sur gery but
was par ticu larly well known for his ex per tise in hand sur -
gery.

As well as be ing a found ing mem ber of the Ca na dian So -
ci ety, he was also a char ter mem ber of the Que bec So ci ety of
Plas tic and Re con struc tive Sur gery.

Dr Cloutier was known as a very quiet, un as sum ing man
and a born teacher. He was in stru men tal in es tab lish ing the
first for mal resi dency pro gram in plas tic sur gery at the Uni -
ver sity of Mont real. More than 40 of his train ees over the
years are prac tis ing plas tic sur gery at the pres ent time.

Dr Cloutier is re tired and liv ing in Mont real.

AL FRED W. FARMER
Dr A.W. Farmer (called ‘Farm’ by al most eve ry one) was

one of the most broadly trained of the early plas tic sur geons.
He was born in the United States, but as a child moved to
Eng land and then to St Ca tharines, On tario. He gradu ated

from the Uni ver sity of To ronto in 1927. He com pleted his in -
tern ship at the Hos pi tal for Sick Chil dren and To ronto Gen -
eral Hos pi tal, and be gan a sur gi cal resi dency in 1930. He
trained un der Sir Har old Gil lies in Eng land and re turned to
To ronto to open a prac tice in plas tic sur gery in 1932.
Dr Farmer was cer ti fied by the Royal Col lege of Phy si cians
and Sur geons in three spe cial ties: plas tic sur gery, or tho pe dic
sur gery and gen eral sur gery.

With the out break of World War II he was ap pointed
Chief Sur geon for the RCAF. The care and treat ment of burn
pa tients had al ways been one of his spe cial con cerns, and be -
fore the war he had drawn at ten tion to the blood and fluid
require ment of such pa tients. Many of the in sights he achieved
dur ing the war have con trib uted to the sur vival of burn patients
since then. He in tro duced the use of alu mi num pow der to
pro tect the burn wound. Dr Farmer is largely re spon si ble for
the es tab lish ment of the Chris tie Street Com bined Serv ices
Unit in To ronto, an event that had far reach ing con se quences
in the de vel op ment of plas tic sur gery in Can ada.

He was dis charged from the RCAF with the rank of group
cap tain, and was made a mem ber of the Or der of the Brit ish
Em pire. While he re turned to the Hos pi tal for Sick Chil dren
as an as sis tant sur geon, he re mained Chief Sur gi cal Con sult -
ant to the RCAF and Or tho pe dic Con sult ant to the Ca na dian
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Forces Medi cal Coun cil. He be came Chief of Sur gery at the
Hos pi tal for Sick Chil dren in 1956, and in the same year was
hon oured by be ing des ig nated a Queen’s Hon ou rary Sur -
geon. He also be came Chair man of the Medi cal Ad vi sory
Com mit tee of the On tario So ci ety for Crip pled Chil dren. In
the early post- war years Dr Farmer held sur gi cal privi leges at 
sev eral To ronto hos pi tals. He be came one of the busi est sur -
geons in the city, and is re mem bered for his bound less en ergy 
and en thu si asm for work. He would fin ish an op era tion in
one hos pi tal and then be seen run ning to his car to get to the
next hos pi tal and the next op era tion. Af ter his first re tire ment 
(he had sev eral), he set up the sur gi cal serv ices at Sun ny -
brook Hos pi tal and be came chief sur geon there in 1966.

Dr Farmer is re mem bered as an idea man. He made
origi nal con tri bu tions in the care of avul sion in ju ries and de -
vised a method of trans fer ring a liv ing bone graft in a cross
leg pe di cle for the treat ment of pseu doar thro sis of the tibia.
He also de vised a method of us ing car ti lage grafts to re con -
struct a de formed tra chea. He was deeply in volved in burn
treat ment and re search, and added greatly to our
knowledge of the treat ment of chil dren with con geni tal de -
formi ties. He has been de scribed as the fa ther of Ca na dian
hand sur gery.

Dr W.K. Lind say, who suc ceeded him at the Hos pi tal for
Sick Chil dren, stated:

the greatest responsibility of a chief surgeon is to supply 
the conditions for superlative work, to stimulate those
working under him and to hope they will ‘produce’.
In the opinion of some of us, this was the greatest
contribution of Alfred Wells Farmer. His teaching
ability has developed many capable plastic surgeons
who are the teachers of today.

Dr Farmer was re spected for his power of clini cal ob ser -
va tion and his en quir ing mind. It has been ob served of ten that 
only the oc ca sional doc tor can be truly said to have be come
part of the pro cess by which sci ence moves for ward.
Dr Farmer is one of those few.

Dr Farmer was a found ing mem ber of the Ameri can So ci -
ety for Sur gery of the Hand. In 1971 he was made an hon ou -
rary fel low of the Ameri can As so cia tion of Plas tic Sur geons.
The A.W. Farmer Lec ture was es tab lished by the Ca na dian
So ci ety of Plas tic Sur geons in 1979.

Dr Farmer is re tired and lives in To ronto.

JOHN W. GER RIE
In the 1930s a tra di tion of plas tic sur gery was de vel op ing

in Que bec. Jack Ger rie was the first quali fied plas tic sur geon
in the prov ince. He was also fully quali fied in oto lar yn gol -
ogy. Dr Ger rie gradu ated from McGill Uni ver sity in den tistry 
in the late 1920s and then in medi cine in 1931. He stud ied at
plas tic sur gery cen tres in St Louis with Vil ray Blair and
James Bar rett Brown, and with Ar chibald Mac In doe and Sir
Har old Gil lies in the United King dom. He also stud ied for a
short time in Vi enna.

He started prac tice in 1936 at the Mont real Gen eral Hos pi -

tal and held ap point ments at St Ma ry’s Hos pi tal and the
Mont real Chil dren’s Hos pi tal. He had a very ac tive prac tice
at Queen Mary Vet er ans Hos pi tal as well. Dr Ger rie was a
very ac tive ad vo cate of a Ca na dian So ci ety of Plas tic Sur -
geons. Here is an ex cerpt from a let ter he wrote to Ful ton Ris -
don on De cem ber 3, 1941:

Another idea! Do you not think the time is about ripe for 
a Canadian Society of Plastic Surgeons? It could be
helpful in so many ways such as offering services or
advice to the Army, Air Force, and Navy; dealing with
the College in the certification of specialties; and
considering national health insurance schemes. Besides
it might be damn good fun.

My suggestion is that you, Farmer, Baxter and myself
meet; that we elect you president and send Gordon a
cable, that he has been elected vice president. We could
have an annual weekend meeting, for example in the
skiing season at the Alpine Inn, St Margaret’s.

One can feel the en thu si asm in his words.
Dr Ger rie de vel oped a fine resi dency train ing pro gram at

the Mont real Gen eral Hos pi tal. There was an ex cel lent li ai -
son with the den tal de part ment and great work was done in
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the so phis ti cated man age ment of in ju ries and tu mours of the
jaw. For a number of years train ees were cross ap pointed for
one year each in To ronto and at the Mont real Gen eral Hos pi -
tal. Dr Ger rie was a found ing mem ber of the Ameri can So ci -
ety of Max il lo fa cial Sur geons and of the Que bec So ci ety of
Plas tic and Re con struc tive Sur gery.

Dr Ger rie died in 1983.

 WAL LACE McNICHOL
Dr McNichol gradu ated from medi cine in 1937 from the

Uni ver sity of To ronto and ob tained a mas ter’s de gree in sur -
gery in 1942. He in terned at the To ronto Gen eral Hos pi tal
and at the Hos pi tal for Sick Chil dren. He re ceived train ing as
a resi dent at the Ham il ton Gen eral Hos pi tal and later was a
resi dent in plas tic sur gery at the Pres by te rian Hos pi tal and
Van der bilt Clinic in New York City.

Dr McNichol was ap pointed in 1943 to the Chris tie Street

Unit as an of fi cer in the Royal Ca na dian Army Medi cal
Corps. The fol low ing year he was sent over seas as a mem ber
of the plas tic sur gery unit at No 1 Ca na dian Neu ro logi cal
Hos pi tal in Bas ing stoke, Eng land. When the war ended he
was posted as Chief of Plas tic Sur gery to the Ca na dian Red
Cross Tri- Service Hos pi tal in Taplow, Eng land. He was dis -
charged from the Ca na dian Army with the rank of ma jor one
year later.

In 1947 Dr McNichol be came the first plas tic sur geon in
his na tive city of Ham il ton to con fine his prac tice to plas tic
sur gery, be com ing, in 1948, the Chief of Plas tic Sur gery at
the Ham il ton Gen eral Hos pi tal and, in 1949, Chief of the
Serv ice at St Jo se ph’s Hos pi tal, Ham il ton.

He had an in ter est in all as pects of plas tic sur gery and was
the author of ar ti cles on ear re con struc tion, man dibu lar
asym me try and the use of homo grafts in burn pa tients.

He was forced into re tire ment in the late 1960s by Park in -
son’s dis ease which led to his death in 1975.

32 Can J Plast Surg Vol 5 No 1 Spring 1997

CSPS found ers


