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V

ariation is the range of possible alteration for any characteristic of the
species. Variations are inherent, and necessary to provide the diversity
within the species, and to maintain the survival of the species. Human beings
have a higher degree of variation than most other species and this variability
is attributed to a combination of environmental and genetic sources. These
variations may be caused by local, inherited or developmental factors. The
line between the variation and the defect is not certain (1,2).

Anatomical variations have an embryological background and they are
important for medicine and other sciences in life to understand the
morphological properties of the human body. In the literature, it is reported
that about 10% of clinical malpractice is because of the ignorance of the
anatomical variations (12). In conclusion, variations present the anatomical
differences between people and the physicians and surgeons must be aware
of the variations for the patient safety.

Each human being is a unique organism. In anatomy, when we talk about
“normal” it means “within the normal range of variation” (3). In the
literature, there are terms like “normal variation”, “anomaly”, “abnormal”
and “malformation”. Anomalies or malformations are considered as
synonymous for structural abnormality (4). Many anatomists in history gave
importance to anatomical variations such as Vesalius, Eustachius and Galen
(5).
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